
Deflection
Easy · Rating 830-1269 · 12 positions

REFLEX CHESS
reflexchess.com

Find the best move for the side to move and write it in the box. The two outlined squares show the move just played. Answers on the last page.
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Answer key
Deflection · Easy

REFLEX CHESS

What to look for
Something is being defended, and the defender can be forced to leave. Ask what each enemy piece is holding
together.

1. 39...Bd3+ 40.Kg2 Rxe1 #uqtrK

Wins a rook.

2. 31.Re1+ Kd7 32.Rxf6 #lnnAn

Wins a piece.

3. 56...Nd3+ 57.Kc3 Nxc5 58.dxc5 Kxc5 #xgdq9

The knight on d3 attacks the king on b4 and the bishop on c5. Comes out 1 pawn ahead.

4. 37...Qxf2+ 38.Kh1 Qxf1# #lDFln

The queen on f2 attacks the king on g1 and the knight on f1. Mate in 2.

5. 27...Re1+ 28.Rxe1 Qxd4 #mUvG9

The rook on e1 attacks the king on g1 and the rook on d1. Wins a piece.

6. 33...Re1+ 34.Rxe1 Qxd5 #ecQNq

The rook on e1 attacks the king on g1 and the rook on d1. Wins a piece.

7. 29.Rf8+ Rxf8 30.Qxa3 #fRU9K

The rook on f8 attacks the king on h8 and the rook on a8. Wins a piece.

8. 37.Nd4+ Kd5 38.Rxe7 #tPG0m

Wins a rook.

9. 40.Rxd5 Qxd5 41.Qxe3 #6SoRG

The rook on d5 attacks the queen on c5 and the bishop on d6. Wins a piece.

10. 55.b6+ Kxb6 56.Rxd8 #4FWA8

Wins a piece.

11. 26.Rd8+ Rxd8 27.Qxc2 #6xl9P

The rook on d8 attacks the king on g8 and the rook on c8. Wins a piece.

12. 36.Rb3+ Ka4 37.Rxc5 #5kL9b

Wins a rook.

About these worksheets

This is one of three sheets for deflection. The Intermediate and Advanced sheets cover the same pattern
at other rating bands. Thirteen other patterns are available the same way, including forks, pins,
skewers, back rank mates, mate in one and smothered mate. All free, all with answer keys, no sign-up.

reflexchess.com/worksheets
The positions come from the free Reflex Chess trainer: 87 skills and 10,440 positions from real games,
banded by rating, in a browser, offline, with no ads. Solving on paper is the half of this that builds
calculation; the trainer is the half that tells you straight away whether you were right.
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